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Three hunting management alternatives for Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR) were assessed as to their effectiveness in achieving the refuges' purposes and 
their impacts on the human environment. 

Alternative A, "no-action" 

Continue current hunting management and institute the Hunting Management Plan 

Alternative 8, "designated areas" 

Expand hunting area for big game but limit to two hunters per day on a significant 
portion of the added area. Modify the area open to moose hunting, expand the 
waterfowl hunt area and open a portion of the refuge to mountain grouse hunting. 
Institute the Hunting Management Plan. 

Alternative C: "limited hunting methods" 

Expand big game hunting while limiting hunters in some areas to primitive weapons 
such as bow and mussel loader. There would be no limit to number of big game 
hunters. Waterfowl hunting would expand, grouse hunting would be opened and moose 
hunting area would be modified as in Alternative B 

All three alternatives are subject to Refuge regulations specific to Red Rock Lakes 
NWR and to various Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) regulations. The Refuge 
is located in MFWP Elk and Deer Hunting District 327, Moose Hunting District 334, and 
Antelope Hunting District 330, of Region 3 in southwest Montana 

The selected alternative blends the "no action" and "the designated areas" 
alternatives. 

Public comments were considered, and the alternatives were reevaluated. No grouse 
hunting will be opened on the refuge. New areas of the refuge acquired over the past 
25 years will be opened to waterfowl hunting and big game hunting. There will be a 
limit of two hunters per day in a portion of the refuge open to big game hunting (1 0,143 
acres). Hunting areas will be simplified and will be easier for the public to understand. 
Boundaries will be delineated by roads, trails, creeks, shorelines and fences. Only a 
few areas will be delineated by signs as was common in the "no action alternative". 



Additionally for three years the limited big game area will not open until November 151 

rather than the MFWP General Big Game opening which is up to eleven days earlier. 
This delayed opening and the expanded waterfowl hunting area will be monitored for 
three years to determine if refuge hunters and refuge non-hunters are adequately 
separated by time and space. 

Alternative A (No action) does not address the issue of elk congregating in large 
numbers (300-500), nor the disease transmission that can occur in such large herds. 
The refuge is in the Greater Yellowstone Area where brucellosis transmission is a 
significant issue for elk, bison and domestic cattle. 

Alternative B (draft EA Preferred Alternative) is the only alternative that will motivate 
aggregations of elk to break up and move about while maximizing separation of hunters 
from non- hunters. Grouse hunting would increase conflicts with non-hunters. 

Alternative C (limited hunting methods) would have maximized hunting opportunity 
because there would be no limit on number of big game hunters. However, it would 
increase conflicts with non-hunters and would increase the likelihood that the elk herd 
will leave the refuge earlier in the fall and disrupt wildlife viewing opportunities for refuge 
visitors. 

The selected alternative is compatible with the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service policy 
regarding the establishment of hunting on National Wildlife Refuges. 

There are no conflicts with local, state, regional, or federal plans or policies. 

Implementation of the Service's decision would be expected to result in the following 
environmental, social, and economic effects: 

1. Provides additional hunting opportunity for waterfowl and big game. Helps MFWP 
better manage the elk herd in the Gravelly Mountains game management unit. 

2. Reduces the likelihood of brucellosis transmission within the elk herd and 
transmission to domestic livestock. 

3. Allows the public to participate in quality, wilderness hunting where conflict with other 
refuge visitors is near zero. 

4. The public would have increased opportunity for wildlife-oriented recreation and other 
refuge visitors will not experience overlap and conflict with hunters. 



5. Waterfowl hunters will have opportunities for walk in hunting rather than boat hunting . 
This would provide a safer hunting alternative on windy days when Lower Red Rock 
Lake can be challenging. 

6. Local business may benefit from hunters visiting from distant areas. 

7. The selected alternative will not adversely impact endangered or threated species or 
their habitat. 

8. The selected alternative will not adversely impact archaeological or historic 
resources. 

9. The selected alternative will not have a disproportionately high or adverse human 
health or environmental effect on the human environment. 

10. The state of Montana was notified and provided opportunity to review the Hunt 
Plan/Environmental Assessment. 

Based on this assessment and comments received, I have selected portions of 
alternative A and alternative B as the preferred alternative for implementation. The 
preferred alternative was selected because it best meets the purposes for which Red 
Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge was established and is preferable to the other 
alternatives in light of physical, biological, economic, and social factors. The preferred 
alternative will continue to provide public access for wildlife-dependent recreation at 
Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge (hunting, fishing, wildlife observation, 
photography, environmental education, and interpretation). 

I find that the preferred alternative is not a major federal action that would significantly 
affect the quality of the human environment within the meaning of Section 1 02(2)(C) of 
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. Accordingly, the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement on the roposed action is not required . 
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